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This miracle of abundant life happens because, in opening our 
hands to receive whatever God gives, we open our hearts to receive 

Jesus wherever we are – and He is always more than enough.  
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Last month we continued our review of 

the unchanging values of Hope 

Community Church by reflecting on our 

intention to be a “Word & Spirit” 

church, focusing briefly on what we 

mean by “Word”. This month we come 

to what we mean by “and Spirit”. 

 

By declaring that we desire to be a “Word and 

Spirit” church, we are affirming that we cannot 

be a Word-centred community without the 

enlivening, the equipping, the empowering and 

the encouraging of the Holy Spirit, the third 

person of the Trinity. In fact, we understand 

that we cannot do any part of the Christian life 

in a manner that pleases Jesus apart from the 

gracious life-giving ministry of the Spirit of 

God. 

 

Without the Spirit, we are utterly incapable 

of being born again to new the life of faith in 

Christ. It is the Spirit who convicts us of sin, 

leads us to repentance and regenerates us. It is 

the Spirit who assures our spirits that we are 

the beloved children of God, adopted into his 

family. It is the Spirit who guarantees that we 

will inherit all the rights, privileges and 

blessings that accompany our new state and 

standing in God in new resurrection bodies in 

a new heaven and a new earth! 

Without the Spirit, we cannot begin to 

overcome and overpower the old nature that 

wars within us against the sovereignty and 

lordship of Jesus Christ, that old self that once 

gripped us in the strangle-hold of sin and 

death. It is the Spirit who frees us from shame 

and condemnation and transforms our hearts 

to love God passionately and to pursue 

relentlessly his kingdom and his righteousness. 

It is the Spirit who leads us and challenges us 

to grow up into full maturity in Christ and 

changes us into ever increasing Christlikeness! 

 

Without the Spirit, we cannot understand 

the Scriptures or hold them up as a mirror to 

the true condition of our own souls. It is the 

Spirit who renews our minds through the 

sanctifying truth of God’s Word, the Bible.  

 

Without the Spirit, we cannot learn how to 

pray or persevere in prayer when we don’t 

know how to pray. It is the Spirit who 

intercedes for us with groans that words can 

never express. 

 

Without the Spirit, we cannot establish 

healthy church life together as a community of 

God’s people. It is the Spirit who unites us in 

Christ, in the bond of peace. It is the Spirit 

who freely distributes spiritual gifts to each 

believer for the common good. It is the Spirit 

who gives gifts of leaders who are able to 

equip the members of the body for works of 

ministry and service. 

 

Without the Spirit, we cannot fulfil our 

calling in the glorious mission of God to 

spread the good news of his glorious kingdom 

across the whole earth and reconcile people 

from every tribe and generation to him. It is 

the Spirit who is the missions director of the 

church and equips, sends and resources many 

agents of the kingdom to represent the 

interests of the King of all creation wherever 

they are positioned. 

 

And so, as we read God’s Word 
together, we do so in eager 

expectation that the Holy Spirit will 

lead us into greater and greater 

understanding of our call and 

authority in God as we serve him 
here in Tameside, 

Glossop and beyond! 

We seek to be evangelical in our 

understanding and charismatic in our 

experience.  

 

Pursuing Honour for Christ, Health for His 

Church, Hope for Our Community 

 

Insight is the monthly newsletter, prepared by 

Margaret and Stephen Winfield and published 

in print and on-line by Hope Community 

Church, Hope Christian Centre, Stalybridge 

Road, Mottram, Hyde, Cheshire. SK14 6NF. 

Tel. 01457 764113.  

 

Articles for inclusion should be submitted 

before the deadline indicated on the ’diary 

dates’ page. Contributions should be sent to 4, 

Hall Drive, Mottram, or by e-mail to 

 stephen_winfield@btopenworld.com 

 

We do ask that contributors submit their 

name for inclusion with submissions, as 

personal contributions are accepted on the 

understanding that they are not necessarily 

the opinions of the Editors or the Church 

Leaders.   

 

Church Child Protection Policy 

All church children’s and young people’s work 

is carried out by personnel who have 

undergone disclosures and in accordance with 

the Church’s Child Protection Policy.  To view 

this policy please call 01457 764113.’ 

Martyn Cooling                                    Leader, Hope Community Church 

Cover photo | Artsy Vibes at unsplash.com 
| Words Hephzibah Isherwood 
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Tanzania Missions Trip 
 

From 21-31 March, I will once again join Peter Cockrell in the 

Mbeya area of Tanzania to teach and encourage church pastors 

in eight gospel partnerships across that region.  
 

Our primary objective each time we visit is to ground the 

pastors we meet in the fundamentals of the gospel of Jesus 

Christ through Bible teaching so that they are equipped to 

discern truth from the many false gospels being taught. 

 

Due to the generosity of a member of HCC’s congregation, we shall be able to distribute 

some heavily discounted Bibles to those leaders who do not have one. 

Praise God! 

 

Please pray for us, that the Spirit will anoint us for the task as we 

prepare, preach and interact with the pastors. Pray too that churches in 

that part of Tanzania will be established on the firm foundation of a 

biblical gospel and that the faith of the believers will deepen as a result. 

 

Pray especially for the protection of Arthur Mbumbuka (and his family) 

who plans the visits, maintains contact with the pastors, drives us from 

place to place and interprets for us in the meetings. Arthur is standing 

beside Peter in the photo. Without his servant-hearted support for us, 

we would not be able to serve the churches in Mbeya. 

 

 

Church Membership Matters! 
 

If you are a believer, having put your trust in Jesus 

Christ for salvation, have been in regular attendance 

at HCC and are in sympathy with the vision and 

values of this congregation, but have not yet become 

a formal member of the church, we would like to 

invite you to explore the privileges and the  

responsibilities of doing so! 

 

If you would like to know more, please make yourself known to Martyn or Steve and we will 

make sure that you have the opportunity of learning more about what this involves. 

 

Believers’ Baptism 
 

We are planning a baptism service later 

in the year. We want to open up the 

opportunity for any who have not yet 
been baptised as a believer in the Lord 

Jesus Christ to meet with us for a few 

sessions to explore this important step 

of faith and obedience. 

 

If you would like to know more about what this involves, please make yourself known to 

myself or Steve in by the end of March, so that we can plan two or three sessions in which we 

can discuss this together. 

Martyn 

Hope Community Church Matters 

Day, Date & Time Event 

Saturday Mar 28 @ 3-6 pm Hope Pizza Fest! 

Thursday Apr 9 @ 2-5 pm 
Maundy Thursday Services at Balmoral, Lowry Court and 

William Ford 

Friday Apr 10 @ 10.30 am Good Friday: Service of Contemplation 

Sunday Apr 26 @ 12 noon Church family lunch after All-Together Worship 

??? Jun 2020 @ ??? Cloverley at Home Fellowship Day 

May 7-9 2021 Church Weekend Away at Cloverley Hall, Shropshire 

Please make a note of 

the following dates and 

the opportunity for 

some fun and fellowship 

together! 
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HCC have, for many years, distributed 

thousands of Good News magazines to the 

homes and houses in Mottram and 
Hattersely, even reaching as far as 

Broadbottom!  
 

As the faces in the church family have changed, the task 

has fallen to a smaller number of people to distribute 

each Christmas and Easter.   

 

To make this more of a community activity, we're 

inviting as many as are possible to be involved in 

distributing the Easter cards …. 
 

….all at the same time,  
 

culminating in sharing a meal together - see attached!  

 

Please consider how you can help to get the cards 

distributed; if you can only deliver to one road, it still 

contributes. Every little helps! 

 

If you're not able to partake in this event, but want to 

play your part, please speak to me to figure out another 

way. 

 

Remember - this is a great opportunity to involve young 

people and children in serving, too. 

Be blessed, Steve 
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Social media!  
 

Love it or hate it, the reality is ‘Social Media’ 

is not going to go away.  

 

Statistics show an overwhelming percentage of 

people – particularly my generation and younger – 

access the likes of Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 

Snapchat, Tik-Tok and more.  

 

The range of platforms alone is staggering, but the 

volume and types of people accessing them aren't 

ignorable.  

 

That’s why we are seeking to develop a more 

consistent online presence, not solely via the church 
website, but via a HCC Facebook account and in due 

course via Instagram and YouTube. 

 

The means of engaging missionally via social media is both different and ever-

changing.  

 

For instance, not many 25-year olds would sit and listen to a 30-minute apologetic on the 

Christian faith, so I’m exploring different and creative ways to communicate biblical truth in 

accessible ways to outsiders – those who have no faith or those who are exploring faith.  

 

On occasions, you may be asked to pose for a photo or to say a few words to a camera as 

part of some ‘latest idea’. If you’re not comfortable, please just say no; I won’t be offended! 

However, what I would ask you to do is pray. Pray for wisdom, for divinely-inspired ideas 

and for creativity as I seek to develop content to provoke thought and discussion. 

 

As a snapshot of what’s going on, please go and see the Hope Community Church 

Facebook page (follow our logo) and see some of the content. It’s interesting to see what 

registers with people and what provokes a response – both from people within the church 

and from those outside of it.  

 

A post containing scripture and a biblical encouragement to be careful in how we speak 

following the recent suicide of a celebrity generated conversation which commenced on 

Facebook and is now being continued over coffee next week.  

 

God can even use the mysteries of social media to advance His Kingdom. 

Please pray!, Steve 

CDFB News 
 
As a Team Member of Christian Dance Fellowship of Britain I would 

like to let us know about two dance events taking place locally on 
March 28th. 

 

The first is a dance workshop exploring Easter with guest workshop 
leader and CDFB National Youth Co-ordinator, Steven Turner. This 
takes place at St. Barnabas Church, Bredbury from 9.30am until 4pm. 

 
Steven has an international ministry working with young people, 

the  programme planned focuses on Easter and is for everyone 
including youth.   

 

In the evening Steven 
will present ‘The 

Impact of Fathers’, a 
Cafe style family 

physical and multi-

media event, at 
Woodbank 
Community Centre, Stockport. 

 
I would be more than happy to advise you on how to book your 

place on either of these events. Christine Slack  

 
"This is to fully live right now, to take the life of “not enough”, to hold it 
in open hands of grateful acceptance, and to find that, in doing so, you 

have received the life of “more than enough”.  
 

This miracle of abundant life happens because, in opening our hands to 
receive whatever God gives, we open our hearts to receive Jesus wherever 

we are – and He is always more than enough.  
 

This is to live a life where nothing is wasted. To give thanks is the act of 
receiving – not only the things God gives, but God himself. It opens our 
hands to receive God in all things, acknowledging his goodness and his 
presence in everything… when God is let in, is when miracles happen." 

 
Called to Thrive from treasuresofdarkness.life 

Hephzibah Isherwood 
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Mighty Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday 14th March 

from 8 to 9.45. 
Please let Martyn Catterall know if 

you will be there for catering purposes 

Day Time Activity Venue 

Sun 

1010-1020 Prayer 4 Church APS 

1030-1200 

Morning Worship Gathering (MC) 

APS 
We have an All-Together Worship on the fourth Sunday 
(There is no separate children’s provision on this 
Sunday). (StP) 

Lord’s Supper on first and third Sundays (StP) 

Mon 

??? Crafty Spooners (SD) 

Staly 
Wethersp
oons 

1400-1600 Monday Matinee (MC) HCC 

1900-2000 Prayer 4 Revival (EB) HCC 

2000-2130 

Elders’ Meeting (MC) 

HCC The Wider Leadership Team are invited to join the elders on the 
second Monday of each month to pray and think through 
opportunities and challenges in ministry and mission. 

Tue 
0630-0800 Tuesday Upper Room Prayers (SC) HCC 

1630-1745 Rock Solid (For ages 8-13) (SaP) 
Meeting 
Place 

Wed 

0945-1100 Hattersley Prayer (SG) 
The 
Garry’s 
place 

Various Life Group Meetings (StP) Various 

1330-1430 Pilates (SC) HCC 

1830-1930 Creative Drop-In (For ages 10-16) (SiD) The Hub 

1930-2100 Lifecentre Youth Group (High School Age) (SiD) The Hub 

Thu 

0930-1130 The Meeting Place (JoF) HCC 

1000-1130 Ladies’ Prayer & Bible Group (MarieP) 
Eileen’s 
Place 

1830-2000 
Kids 4 Christ (K4C) (For ages 8-11) (JimT) 

During school term-time only. 
HCC 

2000-2200 Worship Group (StP/SC) HCC 

Fri 1600-1730 Adventure Club (for ages 8-14) (SiD) Various 

Regular Weekly Events/Activities 

April Insight 
Copy Deadline 
Sunday 22nd 

March 

Spring cleaning? 
If you have any unwanted exterior 

paint for fences, 
garden furniture, 
etc, it could find a 

new home with 
Jenny Smith. Any 

colour and size 
accepted. 
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March Diary Dates 
LIFE Group Meetings most Wednesdays and Thursdays  

at various times and locations 

 
Sun 1st APS 10.30 am Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper  

 
Sun 8th APS 10.30 am Morning Worship 

  BAL 3 to 4 pm Silver Sunday Service at Balmoral 
  LC 4 to 5 pm Silver Sunday Service at Lowry Court 

  HCC 7 to 9 pm Search The Scriptures 
 

Mon 9th HCC 8.00 pm Wider Leadership Team 
 

Tue 10th  8.00 pm Youth Work Leaders’ Meeting (at Sam’s) 
 

Sat 14th HCC 8 to 10 am Mottram Men’s Breakfast 
 

Sun 15th APS 10.30 am Morning Worship and Lord’s Supper 
 

Wed 18th HCC 8.00 pm HCC Members Meeting 
 

Sat 21st to Tue 31st  Mission Trip to Gospel Partnerships, Tanzania 
 

Sun 22nd    April Insight Copy Deadline 

  APS 10.30 am All-Together Worship 
   6 to 7 pm  Hyde Celebration Service, Pop-Cafe 

 
Tue 24th HCC 8.00 pm Prayer 4 Prodigals 

 
Sat 28th HCC 3.00 pm Hope Pizza Fest 

 
Sun 29th    April Insight available in print and online 

  APS 10.30 am Morning Worship 
 

For details of other regular meetings and events,  
please see inside Insight 

Event Location Key APS Arundale Primary School  HCC Hope Christian Centre  
LC Lowry Court BAL Balmoral Care Home  MAG Magdalene Centre 


